The first chapters of the work are dedicated, as they ought to be, to an account of the various organs engaged in the act of labour, and the diagnosis of normal pregnancy, from the commencement to the termination of utero-gestation. Upon the contested and still doubtful subject of the stethoscopic sign, termed "souffle placentaire," placentary murmur, M. Chailly observes that the cause of this sound has been attributed exclusively to the circulation of blood in the placenta, but that if this were the case we ought, in the same woman, always to hear the " souffle" at the same place during the whole period of pregnancy ; it is not, however, he says, fixed at any particular point; besides which the same sound is heard when the uterus is developed by 
